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·Y
usuf is one of our
oldest clients and
has been steadfastly
following our work
over the years,even
though the last proj-

ectwedid for him wassevenyears
ago. We couldn·t sayno to him,
eventhough the project wastoo
smallto be takenup,· saysLalita.

Lalita and Mujib treated the
project as a casestudy, explor-
ing new directions in residential
design, which they are develop-
ing at CollaborativeArchitecture.
Yusuf offered them full freedom
to innovate,aslong asit did not
exceedhisbudget.

·At timesyou arelucky to have
projects in which you can really
use innovation·innovation in
designand details,which triggers
a totally new streak of thought
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in the studio. Theseare projects
whereyoupushyourselfandevery-
one associatedwith the project
to the limits,· elaboratesMujib
about the designprocess.Every-
thing hereisdesignedwith Corian,
combining its sophisticationand
fluidity with inventive detailing,
that mergeswith the spacearound
the furniture.

Thismakesthefurniture visually
dissolveinto the space,appearing
like undifferentiated entities in
the room. Mujib and Lalita are
almostparanoidabouttheminute
detailsthat go into their projects
and this one is a quintessential
exampleof their designsensibili-
ties. The detailsare so seamless,
that they are inherently associ-
ated with the space.The ward-
robe, bed and the TV unit cho-
reographthe spacearound them

in wonderful unison, to createa
dramaticspace.

The architects selectedan all
white palette owing to the tiny
size of the bedroom space,but
adopted a reversepalette in the
bathroom.Hencethe bathroomis
all black,exceptfor the brilliantly
designedvanity counter in white
Corian. The counter traverses
alongthe longersideof the bath-
room and becomesseatingin the
showerarea.

Lighting designhasalwaysbeen
oneof thedesignstrengthsof Col-
laborative Architecture and this
projectisno exception.·Thelight-
ing designisneveranafterthought
in our designprocess,but integral
to the designconcept· it always
overlapswith spatialandfurniture
design,lending them a distinctive
character,·explainsLalita.

Everythinghere
isdesignedwith
Corian,combiningits
sophisticationandfluidity
withinventivedetailing,
thatmergeswiththe
space.Thismakesthe
furniturevisuallydissolve
intothespace,appearing
likeundifferentiated
entitiesintheroom.
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casestudy

BedroomPrototype
SomeofthebestdesignsofLalitaTharaniandMujib
AhmedofCollaborativeArchitecturestemfromthe
debilitatinglimitationsthrownatthem.Thisprojectis
onethetiniestonesthefirmhasdonerecently,which
showcasesthedesignsensibilitiesofthearchitects.
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