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architect duo lalita tharani and mujib ahmed discuss the
timelessness of design, the criteria for ·green· and ·great·
architecture

International award-winning

Speakingof the path to better architecture,
Ar.Mujib Ahmedsays,·Greatarchitecture
doesnot needgreatarchitects,it needs
greatclients.·Ar.LalitaTharaniexplains,
·Clientsvary.Somehaveworkedwith us
before,know us,and areawareof what
wedeliver.Othersgiveusa basicbrief
and leavethe restto us.· Ar.Mujib Ahmed
likensthe client-architectrelationship
to the contradictorypersonalitytypesof
PeterKeating,the conformistand Howard
Roark,the diametricallyoppositealpha
male from TheFountainhead,sayinggreat
architectureliesbetweentheseextreme
approachesand that the client should
receivemore than they camelooking for.
Headdsthat whenclientsapproacha
designfirm with their brief, the easiest
path is to stickto this. However,it is the
interactionwith the client and evolution
this engendersthat createsbetter design.
Thoughmostclient involvementis

restrictedto the programmaticlevel,
this information is crucialfor the firm
to generatethe intellectualand design-
centriclevelsof the project.Ar.Lalita
Tharanisays,·Designcannotbe forced.It
relatesto the client and the locale.A lot
of our designsareborn out of the content
and the space.Thereis a programto
follow,but it just guidesusto the direction
in which wetakethe design.·

Ar.Mujib Ahmedsaysin mostcasesclients
do not walk in, wantingan award-winning
project.Hesays,·Anaward-winning
project,like award-winningcinemaor
a book, is unwatchable,unreadable,
undesirable,cost-overrun,experimental
and non-functional.Our job is to makethe
client realizethat gooddesigncanchange
their life. Thoughprojectswithout any
restrictionsallow usto put to useall our
creativeenergy,mostoften wework on
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architecturalpractice,Collaborative
Architectureis the creativedesignstudioof Ar.LalitaTharaniandAr.Mujib Ahmed.Driven
by innovation and the ceaselesspursuit of quality in design,architectureat Collaborative
goesbeyondthe prevalentnotionsof functional contingenciesand simplisticapproaches
to problem solving.Thehusband-wifearchitectduo believesthat the act of doing is not
a forced result of the brief, but a compulsiveurge of the creativemind. Theysaytheir
designs·areoften not, not a resultof rational processes,but intuitive layeredpalimpsests
of logical,irrational, bizarre,poetic,clarifiedand impossiblethoughts·.

04_IFJ_Mar-Apr.indd86 15/03/1412:42PM



BEARYSGLOBALRESEARCHTRIANGLE
UPCOMINGPROJECT

Location : Bengaluru

Concept:
In building India·s first Platinum Leed IT Park, the client
wanted a highly innovative design.The project called for
a multi-purposelobby spacewith adequateloungearea,a
largereception,multiple private meeting roomsand some
retail interfaces.The9 meterhigh lobbyspaceisdominated
by a central column which becomesthe axis for spatial
orientation. Customdesignedlounge seatingdesignedas
clustersdefinesthe characterwhile the exposedwaffle slab
ceilinghighlightsthe structuralclarity of the space.

projectswith debilitating constraintsaroundus:
functional,aspirational,budgetaryand locale.·
At Collaborative,theseconstraintsbecome
reasonsto pushthe envelopeof innovation.

Thearchitectsperceivearchitectureand design
asa language,·Youdon·t needto invent a new
languageto write a new book.Weusethe same
words,grammar,dialectand phrases,but we
createtotally different writing. Architectureis
no different.· Theyfeel that designis not to be
lookedat asa trend, an approachthat makes
designwafer-thin,thus expendable.In keeping
with this, Ar.LalitaTharanisaysthey do not
refer to palettesand seasonalcolorpredictions.
Termingthemselves·color-blind·,the duo use
white in mostof their projects,though ·Certain
projectshavecolorsspeakloud, but it is only
becausethe spacerequiresit.· In termsof
materialsand productstoo,Ar.Mujib saysthat
their projectsarenot a catalogor the center-

leaf of a designmagazineand admitsthat they
consciouslygetout of the particular space,which
is definedby trends.

Ar.Lalitaand Ar.Mujib believelongevityof
architectureand designmust be substantially
higher than simpletrendsand products.Sadly,
this timelessnessis grosslymissingfrom the
much spokengreen,saysAr.Mujib Ahmed.
·Peoplearecrazyabout sustainablematerials
and green.Thoughwedon·t positionour practice
in either the greenor non-greensegment,we
believea projectshouldhavea much longer
designlife cyclei.e. longevityin termsof design
relevance,which itself makesit sustainablein
the long-run.Theyexplainthat despiteusingall
the availablegreenindices,if the client makes
changesin a space,the greenaspectis lost.A
structureshouldalsoevolvewith the needs
and functionality of the client in a dynamically
changingenvironment.Spaceschangefrequently,

moresoin the retail and hospitalitysegments
comparedto commercialand residentialspaces.
·Thesechangingspacesaredictatedby trend,
and it all becomesanachronisticafter some
time. Whatevergreeninputs youhaveput in
that building just stayon paper.Becausewith
frequentalterationsowingto the spacenot
meetingthe functional,and psychological
requirementof the user,the greenaspectstotally
lost,· explainsAr.Ahmed.

Transformingprojectsinto critical explorations
of ideasand visionsfor the future, Collaborative
Architecturedefinesits basicdesignphilosophy
asthe relevanceof the space.Explainingthe
interestingcontrasttheir personalitiesmake,the
architectssay,·Youhaveto disagree,not just for
the sakeof pointing out differences,but for a
more theoreticaland intellectual counterpoint.
Thatis the only wayyoucangenerateinnovation
and testyour ideas·!·
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STACKEDTECTONICS
INSTITUTIONAL

Location : Calicut

Area : 20,000sq.ft.

Concept:
The project is part of the JDTIslam Campus,a Muslim
orphanage.The architectural firm was invited to designa
prototypeschoolfor primary gradewhichcouldbeassessed
for its performanceand physical setting on the campus.
The project was designedas a catalyst to trigger quality
interventionson the campus.The site was identified as a
linear left overtrackbetweena girl·sschooland an existing
old schoolbuilding in the 20 acresite. Theproject had to
be realizedon a shoestringbudget,in a villagewith limited
skillsand resources.

Keyelements :
· designedasporousand inviting assemblageof classroomsand

spacesrather than monolithic functional blocksto encourage
interactivespaces

· exteriorresemblesthree-dimensionalbuilding blocks,creating
a multitude of sensorialand formal attributes,with changing
formswhenencounteredfrom different vantagepoints

· huge windows, uniquely designed,allow streamingdaylight
into classrooms,savingsubstantial dependencyon artificial
lighting and adddistinct characterto eachclassroom
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MEZBAN·INVERTEDTOPOGRAPHY
HOSPITALITY

Location : Calicut

Area : 3,000sq.ft.

Concept:
The project is part of a businesshotel which has been redesignedas a repositioning
exercise.The strategywas to createa new identity to the alreadypopular restaurant
through interior architecture,making it a new dining destination.Thedesignderivesits
strengthfrom the innovativearchitecturallighting.

Keyelements :
· highly flexible layoutwith higherefficiencyon floor
· seatingcapacityof 2 to 4 paxper table
· waiting loungeoutsidethe restaurantspaceshowcasesthe restaurantfloor
· custom designedlights along the exterior wall by CollaborativeArchitecturecalled

·ThousandMoons·createan undulating topographyand lighting quality
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GENDERBENDER
INSTALLATION

Location : NewDelhi

Area : 300sq.ft.

Concept:
The installation, in associationwith Asian Paints, tries to
addressquestionssuchas:Canarchitectureinsinuategender
identities?Canspacereflectalternateattitudesand lifestyles?
How can spacereflect the activismand non-conformistview
of the groups who erasegender barriers?Can a spacebe
calledandrogynous· genderfluid?CollaborativeArchitecture
believesthat GenderBendingis lessto do with the aphorisms,
sexuality and the externality that people associatewith
lifestyle. On the contrary, what makesthe group unique is
their courageto question socialmores,a given gender,the
statusquo and the non-confirmativeattitude. Spaceitself has
no sex,it isnon-gendered,but it canbeinfusedandattributed
with one.

Keyelements :
· exterior is clad with mirror finished aluminum composite

panel which is reflectiveof the societiesviewsof alternate
genderissues

· the slated trapezoidal prism reflect color in a multitude
of waysdependingon the angle of view of the spectator,
throwing across a different view, color palette and
interpretationof genderfluidity
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